
Physics
A Level



Why choose this subject?

Physics is fundamental to our understanding of the universe from the 
largest galaxy to the smallest subatomic particle. The A Level Physics 
course will fascinate you and undoubtedly provide plenty of challenge.

Physics is an excellent choice for anyone intending to study one of the 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) subjects at 
university. It is also extremely well respected as one of the most 
academically rigorous A Level subjects.
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Examination structure
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Examination structure
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The nature of the course
Examination board: Cambridge international
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The nature of the course
Examination board: Cambridge international
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What do we expect from candidates?

• It is expected that you will achieve at least a grade 7 in GCSE Physics 
(or 77 in double award science). 

• Additionally, students taking Physics should have a grade 7 or above 
in GCSE Mathematics. 

• Although A Level Mathematics is not a pre-requisite for the course, it 
is strongly advised and those students without this may find aspects 
of the course difficult without additional Maths lessons.
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With which subjects can it be combined?

Physics is often successfully combined with Mathematics, DT and other 
sciences.

8



Higher Education and Careers?

An A Level qualification in Physics will enable students to go on to 
degree level studies at university, particularly if students are looking to 
read Physics or Engineering. 

For the student who wishes to pursue other career avenues, the course 
provides a stimulating experience and sound background, as well as 
developing logical thought and many other widely applicable skills.
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Physics Olympiad

Senior Physics Challenge

The Senior Physics Challenge for Year 12 students is an exciting opportunity for students to stretch 
their problem-solving skills and apply fundamental physical principles to novel situations. Over 6000 
students take part in the competition each year.

2021 (Online) – 3 Silver and 8 Bronze

2022 (Online) – 1 Gold, 5 Silver and 1 Bronze

2022 (Written) – 1 Silver and 5 Bronze
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Teaching Staff

Mr J.P. Richardson (Head of Department)

Dr M.J. Ruck

Mrs C. Linton
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