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ACADEMIC

Future Focus

Future Focus is an event aimed at 
helping to prepare Lower Sixth Form 
students for life beyond Bloxham 
School. The academic timetable was 
suspended for two days in June for 
students to take part in an exciting 
programme of lectures and workshops. 

The event began with a highly 
entertaining and confidence-building talk 
based on ‘How to Write an Excellent 
Personal Statement and Interview 
Advice.’ Our guest speaker Jane 
Marshall is the Managing Director 
of Optimising Futures and she has 
a wealth of experience working for 
top universities, including the London 
School of Economics and Imperial 
College London. Jane is also the official 
voice of UCAS and her advice online 
can be accessed via the UCAS Hub. We 
were very fortunate to have Jane with 
us in person and, with the support of 
their Tutors, Lower Sixth Form students 
engaged in an exceptionally productive 
workshop to help kick-start their UCAS 
Personal Statement. 

Other highlights from the event 
included advice on ‘What You Need 
to Know When Deciding on a Gap 
Year: Tips & Safety Advice.’ Florence 
Midwood (Culsans Gap Travel) gave 
a highly engaging presentation and 
students used their mobile phones 
to submit votes, which created some 
interesting and instant poll results. 
We were also fortunate to have Alex 
Brown (OB, Wil 11-16) join us, who 
was quizzed with questions regarding 
planning a gap year and going to 
university following a gap year. 

In addition to this, students also learnt 
‘How to Create a Competitive CV and 
Covering Letter/Email’ and were also 
fortunate to hear from the Student 
Recruitment Manager at Coventry 
University about their student finance 
options in terms of Tuition Fees, 
Maintenance Loans and the various 
bursaries and scholarship opportunities 
available. 

Our evening keynote talk from Peter 
Higgins, ‘How to be an Entrepreneur 

– Mistakes are Essential’, was 
exceptionally inspirational. Peter 
shared his story of how he co-founded 
the multi-national company, Charles 
Tyrwhitt, whilst also sharing some 
funny stories about the importance 
of resilience and learning from our 
experiences. 

We wish our Lower Sixth Form 
students every success over the 
summer as they begin to develop their 
research and to write their own personal 
statements in preparation for their 
return in September. CEE
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Art
Bloxham School exhibited a display of 
over 400 ceramic poppies at Kingham 
Lodge’s sculpture exhibition, originally 
due to commence on 8th May 2020, to 
mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day.

A year on and the poppies along with 
other sculptures were on display from 
the 1st – 9th May 2021. They were 
created by pupils from Bloxham Primary 
Church of England School, Hook Norton 
School, St. Hugh’s Preparatory School, 
Swanbourne, Winchester House School 
and Bloxham School.

The poppy workshops were led by 
Bloxham School’s Art teacher Rachel 
Lehmann and her husband Will 
Lehmann, one of the potters involved in 
the production of the 880,000 poppies 
created for the Tower of London art 
installation, Blood Swept Lands and 
Seas of Red, in 2014. The poppies are 
purple in remembrance of animals that 
served during wartime. The poppies 
were arranged to create a sculpture at 
2/3 scale of a 7.2m wingspan Spitfire, 
the iconic fighter of the Royal Air Force in 
World War II.

Bertie Matthew, Director of Art at Bloxham 
School said “The Art department at 
Bloxham were excited to have created this 
ambitious display inspired by the Tower of 
London memorial. We were delighted to 
have been able to involve over 150 pupils 
from local schools in the production of over 
400 poppies with a view of helping them 
to reflect on Remembrance.”

The purple poppies from the exhibition 
were sold at the event and school to raise 
funds for Help for Heroes and the Royal 
British Legion.
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