The English Department
The English Department at Bloxham School comprises six full time members of staff. Our strength lies in our range of experience and individual expertise but we are also forward-looking and will respond warmly to a candidate who is able to offer fresh ideas and imaginative approaches to teaching. We work hard to ensure that our students are able to thrive and enjoy their studies throughout their time with us and we aim to foster in them a love of literature that will, hopefully, enrich their lives well beyond school. The successful candidate will be well-qualified, widely-read, enthusiastic about the subject and able to teach across the 11-18 age-range. 
With our results increasingly good (all GCSE students achieved A* to C grades in both Language and Literature in the summer of 2009), it is an exciting time to be joining the department. In particular, we look forward to countrywide changes in the GCSE curriculum that will be implemented from 2010. We think that the new English GCSE will provide opportunities for challenging and extending our students, and allow us to consolidate links with the work covered in the AS/A2 courses.
We teach all age groups in the school and lessons last 35 minutes. We are well-resourced and have the benefit of ICT provision in all classrooms. Classes are set according to ability, something which is reviewed throughout the year. Every member of the department is expected to teach throughout the age-range.  At the moment, we deliver the WJEC syllabus for GCSE (obviously, this may change for the 2010 cohort) and for AS/A2. We pride ourselves on the wide range of texts that we offer to our students and increasingly large numbers of students are opting to study the subject in the sixth form.  Our work is aided by close links with a very well-stocked school library and students are strongly encouraged to develop their own good reading habits and research skills. 
Another area of strength for the department is the enrichment of the curriculum through theatre trips, lecture days and a strong emphasis on creative writing. We produce the annual ‘A Cloven Pine’, an anthology of student writing, and our new colleague will hopefully play a key role in its continued production. We also have a strong tradition of debate and public speaking in the older years, and our younger students take part annually in the national Read-a-thon and the Oxford Litquiz. The professional development of staff is a high priority - colleagues are able to attend training days both in and outside school. We also share good practice with each other wherever possible. 
The department has close links with the Theatre Studies department. The successful candidate will be expected to teach around four periods of Drama a week and to assist with extra-curricular drama, an area which is growing steadily as a key afternoon activity for students. 
