H1N1 (swine) Influenza 
Advice for new academic year September 09.
This guidance was formulated after various discussions between The Medical Officers of Schools Association , the Health Protection Agency , Oxfordshire PCT , Thames Valley Health Protection Unit and Oxfordshire Independent Schools.

· The majority of cases continue to be mild. There is no sign that the virus is changing. It is not becoming more severe or developing resistance to anti-virals

· In recent weeks there has been a further reduction in the rates of flu-like illness and related illnesses.  However we are expecting an increase in numbers once schools and colleges go back.








· H1N1 (swine) influenza cases should be managed as seasonal influenza is usually managed
· There is no indication to screen all pupils on their return to school

· As is usual practice, pupils who are unwell should not return to school until they are well

· There is no indication to exclude any pupil who is well, irrespective of where they are coming from or contact with infection
· The school community should be reminded of good hygiene measures to prevent spread of infectious disease. Catch it , Bin it , Kill it !
· If pupils become unwell with influenza symptoms they will be managed as seasonal flu is usually managed within the school. Pupils will usually return home to recover.
· Antiviral medication

· This will be offered as per current national guidance subject to the Medical Officer’s or GP’s discretion and discussion with the pupil and parents.
· The local Health Protection Unit will advise the Medical Officer about need for prophylaxis in the event of an outbreak

· Vaccine

· National policy is currently being formulated and School Medical Officers will have to follow the recommendations of the Chief Medical Officer
Useful websites for advice.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Flu/Swineflu/index.htm
Dept of Health swine flu news

http://www.hpa.org.uk
Health Protection Agency
