Job description for Head of ICT at Bloxham School

We are looking for an inspirational practitioner to take over as Head of the ICT department and to take the lead in developing our cross curricular and academic ICT provision. The vacancy is occasioned by the appointment of the present incumbent to another school during the Easter holidays.  Ideally we would like to make the appointment for September 2010, but fully accept that it may have to be for January 2011.  The successful candidate will not only possess advanced ICT skills but will show leadership qualities and vision as well as having the ability to work constructively and imaginatively with colleagues and pupils.

Background

The ICT provision at Bloxham School is one of the best in the country, with all teaching staff and pupils from Year 10 on receiving a school issued laptop. The infrastructure is now in place to enable the new Head of ICT to move matters on to the next level.  The present situation is:

· a campus-wide wireless network is now fully enabled

· 9 Windows servers are installed, with a move towards virtualisation
· 3 computer suites which are each equipped with 20+ Windows based desktop computers

· all teaching classrooms are equipped with multi-media projectors

· there are 3 ICT technicians: a network manager, a systems manager and a technician, all of whom undergo ongoing training

· the school’s database, written in Filemaker Pro, as a custom designed unit,  allows all reporting and internal assessments to be recorded and accessed and viewed through the parental portal; further development is planned
· ICT is offered as an academic subject in the Sixth Form
· all pupils in the Third Form (Year 9) undertake the IAM ICT course designed to deliver ICT skills in word-processing, spreadsheets, databases and presentations.  The course is delivered and assessed online.
 

In addition to the usual duties of a teacher in a busy boarding school the Head of ICT will be expected to:

1. Manage the technicians in their tasks.
2. Teach ICT to AS and A level (The ICT teaching is done following the OCR Specification that can be found at http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/ict_tec/ict/index.html) and the IAM ICT course, with:

· a commitment to the development of ICT as a means of enhancing teaching and learning in a creative and innovative manner

· excellent skills in communication and team working

· good interpersonal skills, patience and a sense of humour

· a good knowledge of Excel, Access, Dreamweaver and HTML, PHP, and MySQL.

3. Chair the ICT Strategy Group.

4. Attend meetings of the Academic Management Team and the Heads of Departments.

5. Be answerable routinely to the Director of Studies and ultimately to the Headmaster.

6. Act as the ICT Co-ordinator for the Academic Departments, liaising in particular with Heads of Department and departmental ICT representatives, with particular attention to:

· driving forward the cross curricular provision of ICT 

· monitoring and progressing the ICT skills of the pupils

· advising on academic software and hardware
7. Provide staff support and training as appropriate.
8. Keep up to date in all matters relating to the provision of ICT.

This will be a very challenging but ultimately rewarding job for the right candidate.  Bloxham School is fully committed to the use of ICT as a major tool in the delivery of the curriculum.  The School seeks a Head of ICT with the necessary vision to build on the good work of the last number of years.  In particular, the teaching staff will need in-depth guidance in ways to enhance teaching and learning strategies using the new technologies.  This will require patience and tactful communication skills.

Salary will be according to the Bloxham School scale and based on the successful candidate’s qualifications and experience.
Candidates who do not return a completed application form will not be considered for the post.
Interviews will take place at the school before the end of May.
The School

Bloxham is an independent, coeducational, boarding school founded in 1860, with 430 pupils of whom 151 are currently in the 6th Form. Bloxham School is a member of the Woodard Corporation, one of the few national organisations of schools that contain both independent and maintained schools. The staff pupil ratio is approximately 1:8.5 and academic standards are high. The normal ages for entry are 11, 13 and 16 and there are scholarships and bursaries available at all entry points.

Bloxham School stands in a very attractive North Oxfordshire village above the Cherwell Valley, about three miles from Banbury and the M40, and 25 miles from Oxford. The school estate consists of about 60 acres and there are many fine buildings. The school has outstanding facilities that enable it to offer a wide variety of sporting and other activities. Over £8 million has been spent in recent years on the building of a new Technology Centre, Business Studies Suite, and the refurbishment of the boarding facilities, Dining Halls and Kitchens. The most recent major project was the new Library, which opened in April 2006 and other recent developments have included: a second Astroturf hockey pitch, 2 new squash courts, Music and Art Schools have both been significantly expanded and the Great Hall modernised as a performing arts centre.  We are also in the first year of a new and exciting system of assessments and reporting.
There is a lively, friendly and forward-looking Common Room and most members live either on campus or in the village of Bloxham and participate fully in the busy life of a boarding school. Staff are welcomed into the sports organisation and they also assist with a wide variety of other activities (academic, intellectual, cultural, outdoor and sporting). Each teacher is provided with a laptop computer. The boarding houses and Lower School operate a tutoring system and nearly all members of staff participate, each tutoring about twelve pupils. The life of the Chapel is an integral part of a Woodard School and Common Room offers valuable leadership and support in this area as well.

Further details of the school may be found on our website: www.bloxhamschool.com
Applications, including a completed application form and the names and addresses of two confidential referees, should reach:

The Headmaster

Bloxham School

Bloxham  

Banbury

Oxfordshire

OX15 4PE

as soon as possible, and not later than Friday 7th May 

Email address: helen@bloxhamschool.com

