Head of Biology – Bloxham School

Required for September 2011 to teach to GCSE and A level.

Completed application form, curriculum vitae and the names and addresses of two confidential referees, should be sent as soon as possible to reach:
 

 The Headmaster,

 Bloxham School, 

North Oxfordshire, 

OX15 4PE. 

Further Particulars of the Post

A well qualified graduate is required to lead our outstanding Biology Department and teach Biology throughout the school. The position would suit someone looking for a second post or a more experienced teacher. 
The successful candidate will be expected to undertake a teaching timetable of some twenty nine periods a week, and become fully involved in the life of a busy boarding school, including an involvement in extracurricular activities. 
Salary will be on the Bloxham scale according to the qualifications and experience of the successful applicant. All applicants invited for interview will be required to teach a lesson as part of the selection process.

The Department

The Biology Department comprises the Head of Department and two further full time Biology staff undertaking teaching over the full range of ages from 11 to 18. 
Students respond well to our charismatic and organised approach. They are challenged, inspired and enthused by a fantastic range of external trips, visits and field courses and internal lectures, practical work and living resources. Sixth form uptake has doubled to 45 students since 2009, quite an achievement for a small school. Twenty students, a quarter of the current cohort, now study Biology to A2. Our results have soared in recent years: 70% A-B average sustained for three years; 60% A in 2009; 71% A*/A and 35% A* in 2010. Biological, Medical and Veterinary Sciences are a popular choice for students to study at University. In terms of GCSE results Biology is the strongest-performing of the science departments. We follow the AQA Specification and all candidates will take separate sciences; in order to facilitate this we teach the GCSE course over three years which enables us to combine academic rigour with a strong emphasis on practical work. In the Lower School (Years 7 & 8) we follow an in-house course in Foundation Biology which aims to inspire students with a genuine love of and interest in the subject.

The Department is housed in the Science and Maths building which is undergoing a continuing programme of refurbishment and modernisation. Two of the Biology laboratories were ambitiously refurbished in 2010 and the successful applicant will have the opportunity for input into the refurbishment of our third laboratory. The preparation room is run by a proactive and very experienced full time Biology Technician. The Department is very well resourced and practical work in all year groups is performed individually whenever possible. In recent years there has been significant investment in equipment for fieldwork, DNA electrophoresis, PCR and other areas. All laboratories have data projectors, microscopic visualisers, DVD players and video recorders. Interactive whiteboards are also being introduced and a laser colour printer and photocopier are available within the department. Teaching staff at Bloxham are issued with a PC laptop, as are all pupils when they reach the 4th Form (Year 10), which offers wireless connectivity to the school’s network. This gives Internet and email access throughout the school. PCs are regularly used to receive and send work to pupils via the Intranet and for staff communication.
Biology is a showcase department which acts as a significant draw for parents of prospective students, both at open days and on individual school tours. The Bloxham biology staff have a great love of the subject which we share with our pupils. We aim to make the subject interesting, relevant and fun. An already extensive but expanding collection of living organisms are kept in our laboratories. These are used not only for teaching the curriculum but attract a level of student interest that requires us to run four Wildlife Clubs weekly. The successful applicant will benefit from a proven track record of caring for living things. Significant areas of the school site are also starting to be managed as Biology Nature Reserves and a new wildflower meadow was planted last spring. 
The Department places great emphasis on making use of facilities outside Bloxham and students in all year groups regularly go on visits to the University Museums, Botanic Gardens and Arboretum in Oxford, Bristol Zoo and various lectures in London. The lower sixth form students all attend a compulsory five-day field course at Dale Fort FSC Centre in Pembrokeshire in June, which is taught by resident staff and includes a day on Skomer Island. The department is also leading a group of 30 sixth form students on a Biology Research Expedition to Honduras in July 2011, following the last highly successful expedition there in 2009. This will involve assisting Oxford University scientists with biodiversity sampling in tropical cloud forest for one week, followed by a week’s scuba diving on the world’s second biggest barrier reef. We look forward to welcoming a new member of staff to the Biology Department who is able and willing to contribute fully to all these areas.
The School
 
Bloxham is an independent, coeducational, boarding school founded in 1860, with 420 pupils of whom 132 are currently in the Sixth Form. Bloxham School is a member of the Woodard Corporation, one of the few national organisations of schools which contains both independent and maintained schools.  The staff pupil ratio is approximately 1:8.5 and academic standards are high.  The normal ages for entry are 11, 13 and 16 and there are generous scholarships available at all levels.

 

Bloxham School stands in a very attractive north Oxfordshire village above the Cherwell Valley, about three miles from Banbury and the M40, and 20 miles from Oxford.  The school estate consists of about 60 acres and there are many fine buildings.  The school has outstanding facilities that enable it to offer a wide variety of sporting and other activities.  Over £5 million has been spent in recent years on the building of a new Technology Centre, Business Studies Suite, and the refurbishment of the boarding facilities, dining halls and kitchens.  The new library was completed in April 2006 an music department in September 2007.

 

There is a lively, friendly and forward-looking Common Room and most members live either on campus or in the village of Bloxham and participate fully in the busy life of a boarding school.  Staff are welcomed into the games organisation and they also assist with a wide variety of other activities (academic, intellectual, cultural, outdoor and sporting).  The boarding houses and Lower School operate a tutoring system and nearly all members of staff participate, each tutoring about twelve pupils.  The life of the Chapel is an integral part of a Woodard School and Common Room offers valuable leadership and support in this area as well.  

 

Bloxham School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff to share this commitment.  The person appointed will be subject to the obligatory checks by the Criminal Records Bureau.

