Job Description – Director of Sport 
The Director of Sport is directly responsible to the Headmaster. The Director of Sport has responsibility for the strategic planning of sport at Bloxham and will oversee all girls’ and boys’ games, working closely with the Deputy Head in planning each term’s programme of activities. It is expected that the Director of Sport will play a major role in the coaching of games (especially, but not exclusively, the principal team sports) at the School.

The outgoing Director of Sport is Master i/c of a major sport. His successor will not be, but will be need to attend matches on a regular basis.
It is not expected that the Director of Sport will teach Physical Education (for which subject there is a separate Head of Department) as part of the academic programme, but PE or any other subject currently offered by the School could be taught by the Director of Sport on a reduced timetable.

This is a wide-ranging post. The following list, therefore, serves only as a summary of the main responsibilities and does not indicate any order of priority. It is anticipated that the role will evolve over the coming years to suit the particular strengths of the successful candidate. In summary, the Director of Sport will be responsible for the development, promotion, marketing and administration of sport at Bloxham School.

Development

· Drawing up, implementing and monitoring plans for the strategic development of sport (both major and minor) and sporting facilities at the School.

· Meeting regularly members of staff in charge of sports and being their line manager.
· Liaising with the Deputy Head on INSET and staff development.

· Recruiting and mentoring Sports Scholars and developing individual programmes for the School’s elite performers.

· Ensuring that Coaching programmes are dynamic and up to date.
Promotion and Marketing

· Being the face of Bloxham Sport.

· Promoting and monitoring sporting links with preparatory and other feeder schools through networking, refereeing/umpiring, coaching and coordinating prep school tournaments hosted by Bloxham.

· Managing and strengthening the links between the School and sporting bodies (e.g. Oxfordshire, Northants, Bucks, Banbury RFC, Banbury HC and Banbury CC).

· Representing Bloxham at meetings with national/regional/county governing bodies, conferences, etc.

· Communicating results and news about School sporting achievements to the public (via the Director of Marketing where appropriate) and within the School. Managing the sports page on the website.

· Planning for and encouraging wider participation in sport across the school – ‘sport for all’.

· Encouraging and helping to organise sports tours, liaising closely with staff in charge of individual sports.

· Promoting clear, prompt and effective communication about fixtures, training, policies (such as colours) etc with parents, pupils and staff. Developing and maintaining a sports site on the School intranet.
Administration 

· Responsibility for the staffing and management of the School’s programme of sport in liaison with those i/c sports.
· Responsibility for the management and development of all sports facilities and equipment at the School – liaising closely with the Bursary and grounds staff.

· Working in conjunction with staff in charge of individual games to coordinate the drawing up of fixture lists.

· Managing all professional coaching at the School. 

· Ensuring that health and safety standards and governing body rules and regulations are monitored and maintained in all sports.

· Setting and monitoring budgets for individual sports in conjunction with the Bursar and in consultation with staff in charge of individual sports.

· Creating, implementing and monitoring a code of practice on sport – ensuring a consistent approach across all sports.

· Monitoring and maintaining standards of dress, kit and conduct in all sports.

· Liaising with the transport manager and catering department for matches.
· Making arrangement for the presentation of sports awards at end of term assemblies.

The Director of Sport is a member of Common Room, chairs the Games Committee and attends Risk Management Committee meetings.
Candidate profile – the successful candidate will have all or most of the following:

· A passion for sport

· Expertise and experience in the coaching of at least one of Bloxham’s major sports

· Up to date coaching qualifications

· Experience of playing sport to a high level e.g. to county standard

· Experience of sport in schools

· A clear vision of how to develop school sport

Person profile – the following qualities are desirable:

· Strategic and organisational skills

· The capacity to lead and inspire

· Enthusiasm

· Proven communication skills

· Initiative

· Imagination

· A sense of humour

Sport at Bloxham School

Sport is taken very seriously with all pupils doing timetabled PE from year 7-11. There is no teaching for years 9-13 in the afternoons on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays on which days sport has priority time after lunch.  Matches take place mainly on Saturdays but also Wednesdays. There is time for a team practice on Fridays. Sports and matches for years 7 and 8 take place on Monday and Thursday afternoons. Bloxham has a strong and extensive fixture list and the Bloxham teams tend to ‘punch well above their weight’. Given the small size of the school, the major sports always get first call on the pupils in years 7-11.  The major sports are:

Boys:  Rugby, Hockey and Cricket

Girls:  Hockey, Netball and Tennis/Rounders

The minor sports are:

For both genders:  Athletics (no fixtures), Cross-Country, Squash, Badminton, Clay Pigeon Shooting, Equestrian, Swimming (no fixtures), Sailing

For boys: Tennis, Fives

Coaching

One of the teaching staff is in charge of each of the major sports and many teachers are committed sports coaches.  The School supports teachers who wish to gain coaching qualifications.  External coaches are employed where staff expertise is lacking.

Sports Facilities
· the Dewey Sports Hall with room for 4 cricket nets, one tennis/netball court and incorporating a well equipped weights room and climbing wall.

· 2 Astroturf Hockey pitches

· 4 playing fields which yield 6 Rugby pitches, 3 Cricket grounds, a grass athletics track and some grass hockey pitches.
· 5 Netball Courts

· 2 glass-back Squash Courts

· over 20 Tennis Courts

· an indoor swimming pool

· 2 Fives Courts

The School
Bloxham is an independent, coeducational, boarding school founded in 1860, with 430 pupils of whom 150 are currently in the 6th Form. Bloxham School is a member of the Woodard Corporation, one of the few national organisations of schools that contain both independent and maintained schools. The staff pupil ratio is approximately 1:8.5 and academic standards are high. The normal ages for entry are 11, 13 and 16 and there are scholarships and bursaries available at all entry points.

Bloxham School stands in a very attractive North Oxfordshire village above the Cherwell Valley, about three miles from Banbury and the M40, and 25 miles from Oxford. The school estate consists of about 60 acres and there are many fine buildings. The school has outstanding facilities that enable it to offer a wide variety of sporting and other activities. Over £8 million has been spent in recent years on the building of a new Technology Centre, Business Studies Suite, and the refurbishment of the boarding facilities, Dining Hall and Kitchens. The most recent major project was the new Library, which opened in April 2006 and other recent developments have included: a second Astroturf hockey pitch, 2 new squash courts, Music and Art Schools have both been significantly expanded and the Great Hall modernised as a performing arts centre.  We are also in the second year of a new and exciting system of assessments and reporting.

There is a lively, friendly and forward-looking Common Room and most members live either on campus or in the village of Bloxham and participate fully in the busy life of a boarding school. Staff are welcomed into the sports organisation and they also assist with a wide variety of other activities (academic, intellectual, cultural, outdoor and sporting). Each teacher is provided with a laptop computer. The boarding houses and Lower School operate a tutoring system and nearly all members of staff participate, each tutoring about twelve pupils. The life of the Chapel is an integral part of a Woodard School and Common Room offers valuable leadership and support in this area as well.
Further details of the school may be found on our website: www.bloxhamschool.com, which has an integral E-prospectus. Applications, including a completed application form and the names and addresses of two confidential referees, should reach:

The Headmaster

Bloxham School

Bloxham  

Banbury

Oxfordshire

OX15 4PE

as soon as possible, and not later than Friday 1st October 
Email address: helen@bloxhamschool.com
Salary will be according to the Bloxham School scale and based on the successful candidate’s qualifications and experience.  Accommodation may be available.

Candidates who do not return a completed application form will not be considered for the post.

Interviews will take place at the school before half term towards the end of October.
