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Thursday, 19 June 2008
Welcome to the first of my regular newsletters. Published on the Egerton homepage (based on www.bloxhamschool.com) on Tuesdays, the intention is to keep the parents of boys in Egerton informed about what’s happening at School and in the House. It is also my opportunity to post important notices to parents. Several come to mind immediately.
Important Notices

· Parents of dayboarders must inform me in writing if they wish their son to leave school at 6pm. Boys can leave at 6pm on some days and 9pm on others but I must have the information in advance.

· Parents of dayboarders must also inform me in writing if they wish their son to board. 24 hours notice is a minimum requirement if Matron is to make the necessary preparations. Nights can be ‘booked’ as far in advance as you wish. Regular nights (i.e. ‘every Thursday’ or ‘every other Friday’) can be ‘block booked’.

· Parents of boarders are reminded that they should inform me in writing of their wish to take their son out of school for weekend leave (after his games commitments have finished on a Saturday) by Thursday at the latest. 
· Boarders taking weekend leave are expected to return in time for Sunday evening tick in, though I am happy for boys to return on Monday morning (in time for registration) if I receive a request in writing.

· Regular weekend leave for boarders can be requested with only one email. Just let me know that you intend to take your son out each weekend and communicate if there is any change from this. 
· Registration for all boys is between 8.15am and 8.30am. Registration closes at 8.30am after which your son will have to register with the School secretary to avoid you being contacted to explain his absence.

· A reminder that it’s the House Song competition on Sunday (16th). All boys should be back in the house by 17.15 – our final rehearsal time is 17.25. 
· Please use email (rjt@bloxhamschool.com) to contact me in the first instance. If we then need to discuss things I will endeavour to contact you by phone within 24 hours.
News
Event weekend
All the boarders and many day boarders enjoyed an action packed event weekend. The 6th Form BBQ was certainly a success. They partied hard ‘into the night’. 3rd form bowling sounded fun and the cinema visit gave the 4th and 5th form time to digest their BBQ food and be entertained whilst resting after a busy week. 

Sunday saw the annual inter-house It’s a Knockout. Crab football, 8 legged racing, water balloon benchball, target golf and an obstacle race entertained all. It was great to see teamwork in action. Experienced Bloxhamists and new boys all gelling well in mixed age teams.  

Mr Schonken also organised the inter-house water polo competition for Saturday evening. Again super teamwork was on show, this time in two teams, senior and junior. The juniors won two out of three. The seniors entered into the spirit but unfortunately failed to grab a win. Perhaps next time.
I think everyone slept soundly on Sunday night! 
Successes to report
· Angus Boyle (U6) scored his maiden century whilst playing for his local side in their final cricket match of the season. 
· Ben Kirk and Cameron Mackenzie-Lawrie (both 3rd) attended Oxfordshire County hockey trials on Sunday (rushing back to compete in It’s a Knockout and Waterpolo!). Both have been selected to be part of a County squad.

· We have 5 Egertonians playing in the School’s 1stXV. Jason Warren (L6), Angus Boyle (U6), Aaron Neal (U6), Jack Harper (U6) and Oliver Cruzat (U6) all gave a good account of themselves this weekend. The team recorded the only rugby win of the weekend, beating Stowe 17-7!
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